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The  aim  of  the  writer  is  to  present  to  the  mind  of  those  who  are 
inspired  with  an  earnest  and  sincere  desire  to  better  know  and 
understand  the  Star-Spangled  Banner  a  rational  analysis  of  the 
Flag,  setting  forth  its  probable  as  well  as  possible  origin.  Its 
composition  and  its  ultimate  purpose  by  explanation  and  applica- 
tion in  plain  speech,  except  in  such  instances  where  scientific  or 
specific  terms  must  of  necessity  be  applied.  That  it  is  emblematic 
of  the  Supreme  Intelligence,  demonstrating  the  results  of  the 
application  of  real  law  and  order  in  His  various  kingdoms.  Finally 
the  reader  must  not  assume  that  all  the  veils  have  been  removed 
and  the  work  completed,  for  there  will  still  remain  ample  work 
for  him  to  do. 


t  Rev.  Robert  Taylor,  in  his  Devil's  Pulpit,  published  in  London, 
1842. 

t  Karl  Anderson,  Astrology  of  the  Old  Testament,  Boston,  1892. 

•  S.  D.  Baldwin,  in  his  Armageddon,  published  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
1854. 

JGeographical  Magazine,  October,  1917  (as  shown  in  italics). 
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The  Star-Spangled  Banner 

When  and  wherever  a  group  of  men,  be  it  large  or  small, 
devise  or  determine  upon  and  establish  a  standard  or  flag,  irre- 
spective of  its  material  composition,  size,  form  or  shape,  color,  or 
emblems  thereon,  such  a  flag  or  standard  automatically  becomes 
a  sign  or  landmark  for  such  a  body,  indicating  the  existence  of 
a  bond  or  union  under  which  all  are  accorded  equal  rights  and 
privileges. 

The  definition  accorded  it,  "Bundes  Zeichen,"  partially  unveils 
its  true  symbolism.  The  first  word  Bundes,  conveys  the  idea  of 
a  union,  association,  cong'regation,  fraternity,  or  horde  as  we 
find  them  in  the  stars,  bound  by  the  ties  of  Liberty,  Equality,  and 
Fraternity.  The  second  word  Zeichen,  means  a  sign  or  mark. 
These  taken  collectively  and  correctly  interpreted,  are  expressive 
of  a  sign  or  landmark  setting  forth  its  protecting  and  sustaining 
influences.  Its  durability  and  efficiency  will  not  alone  depend  upon 
its  state  of  perfection,  but  also  largely  upon  the  proper  and  honor- 
able appreciation  accorded  it  by  its  beneficiaries  in  real  action. 

This  definition  is  in  all  probability  of  Hebrew  extraction,  and 
this  with  other  scientific  collections  gathered  and  conserved  by 
the  Jews,  were  ancient  relics,  setting  forth  fixed  ideas  of  life,  held 
by  those  ancient  peoples  who  preceded  them  in  the  unfathomable 
past,  and  the  when,  why,  where,  and  how  of  which,  has  remained 
a  mystery,  for  neither  science  or  history  can  as  yet  enlighten  us 
thereon. 

The  first  standards  or  flags  established  by  man  we  can  ration- 
ally assume  to  have  been  those  set  up  by  the  Hindoo  Astronomers 
and  Astrologers,  and  which,  coming  down  the  long  slope  of  time, 
were  seemingly  passed  on  by  aid  of  the  Chaldeans  to  the  land  of 
Egypt,  where  they  evidently  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Jews. 

These  first  standards  were  dedicated  to  the  representatives  of 
the  forces  of  nature ;  to  the  Sun,  Moon,  Stars,  Air,  and  Earth,  and 
were  represented  and  spoken  of  in  a  personified  form  or  manner 
and  clothed  in  their  native  or  symbolic  color,  and  all  signs  of  the 
constellations  are  typified  by  a  human  or  animal  figure  except  the 
ninth  constellation,  that  of  Libra  or  the  Scales.  Here  the  symbol 
is  assumed  to  be  emblematic  of  the  equilibrium  existing  between 
Spirit  and  Matter  as  we  find  them  in  nature. 
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The  Sun  was  symbolized  by  an  Eye  surrounded  by  radiating 
lines  emblematic  of  the  shedding  of  Light  or  Life.  The  Moon 
was  symbolized  in  its  first  quarter  by  a  boat  which  was  to  carry 
life  and  gently  and  safely  waft  it  over  a  tempestuous  sea  during 
time,  while  the  vault  of  Heaven  overspreading  the  earth  was  sym- 
bolized by  Blue,  emblematic  of  the  Air. 

The  wilderness  or  multitude  of  stars  in  the  Heavens  commonly 
described  as  the  Zodiac,  was  divided  into  twelve  equal  sections, 
and  the  stars  contained  in  the  prescribed  area  of  thirty  degrees 
were  then  spoken  of  as  a  horde  or  wandering  tribe.  Science  has 
established  for  each  area  specific  functions  in  life,  and  these 
attributes  were  expressed  by  the  scientists  at  a  very  early  period 
in  a  symbolic  form,  and  when  collectively  taken  and  assembled, 
represent  the  Red,  White,  and  Blue,  and  symbolize  all  the  powers 
and  elements  of  nature  necessary  to  life. 

From  the  foregoing  facts  we  may  rationally  conclude  that  flags 
of  some  kind  have  been  used  at  all  times  and  places  since  the 
beginning  of  creation,  and  we  may  also  assume,  that  many  of 
these  were  either  whimsical  or  merely  serving  but  a  limited  or 
fancied  expression  of  thought,  but  in  the  Star-Spangled  Banner 
or  perfect  banner,  we  have  all  of  the  varied  banners  previously 
established  symbolizing  the  forces  and  elements  necessary  to  life 
assembled  in  one  great  whole,  and  while  they  are  not  discernible 
to  the  eye  as  such  can  nevertheless  be  comprehended  and  under- 
stood by  the  contemplative  mind.  The  fact  remains  that  in  all 
of  God's  kingdoms  nothing  can  live  and  thrive  under  conditions 
other  than  those  symbolized  by  the  Star-Spangled  Banner,  affec- 
tionately called  the  Red,  White,  and  Blue,  or  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

This  grand  symbol  of  Divine  law  had  its  incipiency  in  all  prob- 
ability at  a  time,  and  under  such  auspicious  conditions  when  man's 
higher  aspirations  to  more  thoroughly  know  and  understand  his 
Creator  prompted  him  to  use  his  best  endeavors  to  fathom  the 
mysteries  of  life,  and  caused  the  contemplative  mind  to  soar  aloft, 
and  wander  among  the  most  magnificent  heralds  of  God's  Infinite 
Glory ;  the  Sun,  Moon,  and  Stars,  and  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the 
Wisdom,  Strength,  and  Beauty  of  the  Creator.  They  speak  not 
only  to  man,  who  virtually  proclaims  himself  a  privileged  charac- 
ter, but  they  speak  to  the  whole  universe  in  language  that  cannot 
be  altered  or  destroyed ;  for  there  is  no  nation  so  distant  but  their 
voices  will  reach  them,  nor  speech  so  barbarous  but  their  language 
is  understood. 

The  purpose  of  this  symbol   is  to   demonstrate   in   a   rational 
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manner  man's  conception  of  life's  work  on  a  strictly  scientific 
basis,  and  portray  as  best  we  may  to  the  human  mind  the  unique 
plan  and  intimate  relation  existing  between  spiritual  life  and  mat- 
ter, apparently  united  as  one,  but  in  reality  separate  and  distinct, 
as  is  the  celestial  from  the  terrestrial.  Let  us  sincerely  hope  that 
the  plan  of  creation  demonstrating  the  practice  of  real  law  and 
order,  may  be  adopted  and  practiced  by  mankind  at  large,  as  its 
only  tendency  is  to  elevate.  Man,  if  he  will,  can  do  it,  as  it 
requires  no  more  than  his  earnest  endeavors ;  a  virtuous  education, 
that  is,  be  conversant  with  and  practice  all  the  Virtues,  and  his 
inherent  God-given  powers  which  are  construed  as  the  blessings 
of  God,  that  of  bringing  forth — of  producing  that  which  shall  enable 
him  to  erect  and  maintain  his  temple  as  a  fit  habitation  for  the  soul. 

This  Flag  stands  for  strict  obedience  to  what  is  high  and  holy, 
that  is,  Supreme  Intelligence.  It  stands  for  Truth,  Justice,  and 
Toleration.  These  virtues  can  only  be  manifested  and  their  true 
qualifications  shown  by  man  when  living  in  a  true,  complete,  and 
perfect  state  of  freedom :  freedom  of  speech,  freedom  of  thought, 
and  freedom  of  conscience.  Such  is  the  symbolism  of  the  Star- 
Spangled  Banner. 

The  Flag  possesses  a  dual  nature,  having  both  a  Spiritual  and 
a  Material  aspect.  All  but  the  material  of  which  it  is  made  per- 
tains to  the  celestial  kingdom.  IVisdoni  and  Strength,  attributes 
of  the  Creator  and  which  are  of  the  Celestial,  are  here  veiled  in 
Beauty,  and  by  their  immutable  law  rule  and  govern  all  things 
created  with  equal  regularity  and  justice,  while  the  supporting  and 
maintaining  of  all  things  created  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  terrestrial. 

The  accompanying  cut  shows  a  picture  of  a  maternal  Lodge 
copied  from  nature,  displaying  the  application  of  Wisdom,  Strength, 
and  Beauty  by  the  creative 
law,  and  which  are  the  sup- 
ports of  every  great  and  im- 
portant institution.  This 
maternal  Lodge,  under  proper 
environment  and  when  un- 
restricted in  its  labors,  rears, 
supports,  and  maintains  the 
Temple  of  Solomon  or  human 
body ;  and  thus  was  man 
formed  for  social  and  active 
life,  the  noblest  part  of  the 
work  of  God.    This  maternal 
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Lodge  is  no  less  than  a  miniature  universe  in  itself,  supplying 
and  maintaining  its  tenants,  as  does  mother  earth  later  on,  when 
engaged  in  enacting  the  drama  of  life  upon  earth.  Within  its 
confines  are  found  the  Garden  of  Eden,  with  similar  conditions 
as  those  which  the  Bible  has  recorded  man  found  on  his  first 
appearance  upon  earth,  and  existing  conditions  in  both  as  well  as 
the  Rule  and  Law  which  governs  them,  are  the  same.  The  incon- 
trovertible fact  established  is,  that  in  the  maternal  Lodge  he  is 
housed,  covered  or  protected  by  the  folds  of  the  Red,  White,  and 
Blue,  and  at  the  close  of  his  probationary  term,  he  leaves  this 
solitary  place  of  abode  to  engage  in  the  duties  of  life  in  the  world 
and  there  once  more,  under  the  protection  of  the  Red,  White,  and 
Blue,  labor  in  the  interest  of  humanity  and  to  the  glory  of  his 
Creator. 

Shape 

The  shape  or  form  of  the  Flag  is  that  of  an  oblong  square, 
from  east  to  west,  between  north  and  south.  It  is  symbolic 
of  the  oblong  square  produced  by  the  intersection  of  the  meridians 
of  longitude  with  the  parallels  of  latitude  at  the  flattened  poles, 
thereby  giving  it  a  rectangular  shape.  It  is  especially  symbolic  of 
that  part  of  the  human  body  called  the  trunk,  which  covers  and 
protects  the  vital  organs  contained  in  the  thoracic  and  abdominal 
cavities. 

Color 

There  are  three  colors,  Red,  White  and  Blue — 

Red,  emblematic  of   the  Sun — Fire,   Force,   Male. 
White,  emblematic  of  the  Moon — Earth,  Female. 
Blue,  emblematic  of  the  Air. 

These  three  constitute  the  Celestial  group. 

Maternal  Lodge  Group 

Whenever  the  maternal  Lodge  becomes  active,  the  inner  or 
lining  membrane  becomes  congested  and  assumes  a  dark  purple  or 
bluish  color.  The  body  proper  is  composed  of  white  tissue,  and 
the  whole  then  is  surrounded  by  a  net-work  of  arteries,  carrying 
the  arterial  or  red  blood;  it  is  termed  the  vine  of  life.  In  the 
covering  thus  described,  we  cannot  fail  to  see  the  Red,  White,  and 
Blue. 


Tree  of  Life,  or  the  Tenets  of  a  Mason's  Profession 

This  is  the  tree  of  life  referred  to  in  the  temptation  scene 
enacted  by  Adam  and  Eve  in  the  Garden  of  Eden,  or  Paradise. 

Both  terms  used  are  synonymous  with  the  Temple  of  King 
Solomon  and  the  Body  of  Man,  and  is  indispensable  to  the  Mason 
or  Builder  engaged  in  operative  work,  that  he  may  avail  himself 
of  the  tree  grown  therein. 

(a)  Red  is  emblematic  of  the  arterial  system,  carrying  the 
red  or  life  blood.  It  is  the  Cement  which  unites  the 
building  into  one  common  mass,  by  the  exercise  of 
Brotherly  Love. 

(b)  White  is  emblematic  of  the  nervous  system,  that  carries 
the  electrical  fluid — Light,  Life — or  the  Word,  Truth 
sublime. 

(c)  Blue  is  emblematic  of  the  venous  system,  carrying  the 
blue  or  dark  blood  doing  relief  work. 

Skin  Group 

Follow  the  Flag.  Why  must  every  incarnated  soul  follow  the 
Flag  irrespective  of  race,  age,  mental  or  physical  qualifications,  rich 
or  poor,  honored  or  disgraced? 

It  is  for  the  reason  that  life  is  housed  under  its  protecting 
folds  composed  of  arteries,  veins,  and  the  white  tissues ;  in  other 
words — the  Red,  White,  and  Blue. 

Stick  to  the  Flag  boys,  is  another  common  expression,  and 
why?  For  the  reason  that  if  you  let  this  precious  Flag,  that  is, 
the  skin,  deteriorate  or  be  destroyed,  woe  unto  the  individual,  for 
life  then  no  longer  has  the  necessary  protection. 

Field  of  Blue 

This  is  emblematic  of  the  blue  vault  of  Heaven  or  vast  expanse 
through  which  Light  or  Life  ranges  from  Birth  until  Death  or 
Change,  or  from  sunrise  to  sunset,  and  is  symbolized  by  the  raising 
of  the  Flag  at  sunrise,  and  taking  it  in  at  sunset. 

Stars 

These  are  symbolic  of : 

(a)  Light  and  Glory,  that  is,  the  Supreme  Intelligence  shining 
or  issuing  out  of  the  unfathomable  darkness,  or  place  of 
mystery  and  which  is  to  be  the  rule  and  guide  for  man 
in  his  every  thought,  word,  and  action. 

(b)  Their  incalculable  number,  is  emblematic  of  God's  infinite 
wisdom. 
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(c)  Their  immense  distance  from  the  earth,  is  emblematic 
of  God's  boundless  realm. 

Five-pointed  Star  ivith  one  point  up,  is  emblematic  of  man,  the 
crowning  Light  of  all  of  God's  works ;  shining  in  and  illuminating 
the  world  displaying  Truth,  the  Imperial  and  Divine !  The  infinite 
attribute  of  God,  whereas  the  six-pointed  star,  which  preceded  it,  is 
only  symbolic  of  the  mode  and  manner  of  the  origin  of  the  five- 
pointed  star.  This  fact  is  plainly  demonstrated  by  the  Sun's  course 
of  travel  passing  through  the  first  three  signs  of  the  Zodiac,  start- 
ing its  annual  course  on  December  25th  in  Capricornus,  when  the 
Forces  of  Nature  lie  dead  in  the  icy  arms  of  winter. 

In  Aquarius,  the  first  sign,  the  Sun  returning  bringing  warmth, 
melts  the  frost,  snow,  and  ice,  and  sets  the  Forces  of  Nature  free, 
effecting  their  resurrection  by  means  of  water.  It  constitutes  the 
real  baptism  of  regeneration  by  the  Savior  of  the  world. 

In  Pisces,  the  second  sign,  we  now  discover  the  Forces  of 
Nature  freed  and  symbolized  by  two  fishes  approaching  each  other, 
and  over,  or  by  means  of  a  liquid  roadway.  The  fish  being  of 
triangular  shape,  we  depict  them  as  two  triangles  approaching  each 
other,  truly  symbolic  of  nature's  method. 

In  Aries,  the  third  sign,  we  now  discover  the  two  forces  sym- 
bolized in  the  two  triangles  as  having  met  and  interlaced,  thereby 
establishing  the  Five-pointed  Star,  and  constitutes  the  allegorical 
Burning  Bush  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  spoken  of  in  the  Bible. 

Star-Spangled 

Oxygen  is  a  supporter  of  combustion,  and  Hydrogen  is  com- 
bustible. Their  union  results  in  fre  and  zvater,  and  is  accompanied 
by  flashlike  sparks  of  brilliant  appearance.  This  can  be  readily 
demonstrated  by  permitting  a  drop  of  water  to  fall  on  a  ray  of 
light  under  proper  conditions.  It  is  supposed  that  the  intermis- 
sions of  the  falling  drops  of  water  on  the  scattered  rays  of  light 
give,  by  means  of  composition  and  decomposition  of  the  water  by 
the  light,  a  spangled  appearance,  which  is  expressed  by  the  term 
twinkling  stars. 

Waving  of  the  Flag 

It  is  emblematic  of  the  interwoven  rays  of  divine  Light  emanat- 
ing from  the  Supreme  Intelligence  of  the  Universe,  rolling  moun- 
tain-like over  the  sea  of  time  and  space,  finally  to  be  lodged  within 
the  bosom  of  Intellect  and  pilot  life  over  its  solemn  main. 
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The  Thirteen  Stars 

These  are  emblematic  of  the  twelve  signs  of  the  Zodiac  or 
twelve  heavenly  constellations  which  rule  and  in  turn  are  ruled  by 
the  Sun,  making  thirteen  in  all.  They  come  and  follow  each  other 
in  regular  routine  and  with  the  Sun  sojourning  with  them  in  the 
same  consecutive  order,  establish  thereby  certain  and  positive  land- 
marks for  life,  setting  forth  its  birth,  its  growth,  and  death  or 
change.  These  landmarks  have  been  furnished  man  by  his  Creator 
since  time  immemorial,  and  are  not  subject  to  change  of  place, 
alteration,  or  destruction. 

Allegory,  the  mother  of  all  dogmas,  gives  them  various  aspects, 
and  the  Bible  furnishes  them  for  man  to  read,  study,  and  under- 
stand. Thus  we  find  them  as  the  allegorical  King  Solomon  and  the 
twelve  tribes  in  Israel ;  in  Jacob  and  his  twelve  sons,  and  more  espe- 
cially in  Jesus  Christus  and  his  twelve  apostles.  Not  only  in 
churches  but  in  secret  societies,  both  ancient  and  modern,  we  find 
them  used  in  personified  form  in  contradistinction  to  those  who 
established  and  gave  them  to  us  for  scientific  purposes  at  a  period 
so  far  in  the  dim  past  that  neither  history  or  science  can  give  us 
any  correct  data.  Amongst  some  of  those  ancient  relics  we  find 
ruins  of  temples  erected  to  these  gods  or  Alohim ;  in  the  pyramids 
of  Cheops,  the  Sphynx,  in  the  building  of  King  Solomon's  Temple, 
in  the  destruction  of  Troy  and  the  consequent  founding  of  Carthage 
by  Dido,  Alexandria,  Nineveh,  and  in  the  Holy  Land  in  general, 
that  is,  in  the  land  where  Light  and  Intelligence  reigned.  The  play 
produced  at  Oberammergau  in  Germany,  is  but  a  reproduction  of 
Prometheus  Bound,  which  was  dramatized  by  the  Greeks  500  years 
before  the  Christian  era.  In  every  hemisphere,  in  every  known 
land,  and  from  shore  to  shore,  rumblings  come  to  us  that  this 
knowledge,  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent,  was  general. 

These  twelve  constellations  ruled  by  the  Sun,  constitute  the 
Holy  Israel,  that  is — the  Fire,  the  Being,  the  Light,  the  Supreme 
Intelligence. 

As  we  see  the  wandering  hordes  or  tribes  of  stars  in  the  firma- 
ment typified  in  the  biblical  Solomon  with  his  twelve  tribes,  so  do 
we  also  see  it  typified  in  every  detail  to  a  most  wonderful  extent 
in  the  union  of  the  thirteen  Colonies  and  their  form  of  government. 

*According  to  Dr.  Adam  Clarke,  and  others,  the  number  of  the 
Hebrews  that  escaped  from  bondage  was  about  three  millions ;  and 
the  number  of  people  in  the  revolutionary  colonies,  in  1776,  was 
about  three  millions. 

The  sea  was  frozen  when  the  Hebrews  reached  the  safe  side, 
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and  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  found  a  frozen  sea,  and  a  snow-covered 
shore  when  they  landed  in  America.  This  may  or  may  not  have 
been  an  accidental,  and  not  a  providential  correspondence. 

The  Hebrews  were  organized  as  a  confederacy  of  thirteen  tribes, 
and  so  there  were  thirteen  colonies  providentially  organized  into  a 
Christian  confederacy.  Israel's  tribes  are  called  twelve,  but  out 
of  Joseph  there  sprung  two  tribes  who  received  an  inheritance,  thus 
making  thirteen.  It  is  also  remarkable,  that  William  Penn  was 
proprietor  of  two  colonies,  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware.  As  Joseph 
was  imprisoned,  and  yet  had  a  double  and  birthright  portion  on 
account  of  his  virtue,  so  William  Penn  suffered  imprisonment  for 
his  virtue,  and  yet  had  a  double  portion  of  the  great  anti-typical 
Israel. 

The  Hebrew  exodus  was  into  a  wilderness  which  was  to  be 
inherited  as  a  part  of  the  promised  land ;  and  so  the  exodus  of  the 
Christians  was  to  a  wilderness,  which  was  a  noble  portion  of 
Japhet's  promised  inheritance. 

The  Hebrew  confederacy  was  organized  into  a  "more  perfect 
union"  after  the  exodus,  by  adopting  a  written  democratic  con- 
stitution ;  and  so  the  confederate  colonies,  after  the  war  of  inde- 
pendence, "in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,"  adopted  a 
written  representative  democratic  federative  constitution.  The 
Hebrew  constitution  was  submitted  to  the  tribes  for  acceptance  and 
ratification ;  and  so  was  the  American  constitution.  It  is  not  a 
little  remarkable,  that  the  Hebrew  and  American  constitutions  are 
the  only  two  written  ones  ever  known  to  have  been  adopted  at  the 
birth  of  any  nationality,  prior  to  1776. 

The  Hebrew  nationality  grew  out  of  the  Hebrew  church,  or  the 
seed  of  Abraham ;  and  so  the  American  nationality  grew  out  of  the 
Christian  church,  and  the  seed  of  Abraham.  All  of  the  Americans 
were  not  Christians  at  the  framing  of  the  constitution,  and  so  were 
not  all  of  the  Hebrews  pious,  as  their  culpable  unbelief  shows. 
Yet  the  unbelieving  Hebrews  enjoyed  the  same  political  benefits 
as  did  the  faithful,  and  so  it  was  with  the  Americans.  About  144- 
000  Christians  were  in  America  at  the  Revolution,  yet  the  preva- 
lence of  Christian  maxims  and  principles  was  universal,  and  the 
virtuous  political  principles  avowed  by  the  Christians  were  adopted 
by  all  classes. 

Church  and  state  were  disunited  by  the  Hebrew  constitution 
and  placed  in  the  relation  of  associates.  The  church  was  debarred, 
as  a  church,  from  exercising  direct  control  in  civil  affairs,  and  so  it 
was  in  the  American  constitution.     Many  persons  have  either  ignor- 
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antly  or  willfully  mistaken  the  relations  which  the  Hebrew  church 
and  state  held  to  each  other.  Some  mistakes  may  have  occurred 
on  account  of  the  fact,  that,  as  some  laws  were  alike  political  and 
spiritual,  it  was  supposed,  consequently,  that  all  laws  were  so. 

t  Jew 

That  the  name  Jew,  or  Jeue,  is  the  identical  name  which  we 
prononuce  Jehova,  and  is  a  name  given  to  the  worshippers  of  Jeue, 
not  from  their  country,  but  from  their  God :  and  hence  Jesus  Christ 
was  said  to  be  a  Jew — i.  e.,  a  God. 

fHebrew 

As  their  great  ecclesiastical  historian,  Eusebius,  translates  the 
name  Hebrew,  and  correctly  translates  it,  one  who  has  passed  over, 
and  says  that  it  was  given  to  those  whose  religious  philosophy  had 
burst  through  the  limits  of  the  visible  world,  and  passed  into  the 
bosom  of  intellectuality,  and  into  that  divine  light,  where  are  invis- 
ible and  hidden  essences. 

flsraelites  and  Hebrews 

The  initiated,  who  had  passed  through  all  the  inferior  grades, 
and  attained  the  high  rank  of  Autops,  or  eyewitnesses,  were  called 
by  the  whole  pagan  world,  Israelites  and  Hebrews.  The  name  of 
Israelites,  Jews,  or  Hebrews,  did  never  designate  a  political  or 
national  body,  but  were  the  names,  which,  from  an  infinitely  remote 
antiquity,  designated  by  the  name  Autops,  that  might  be  used  to 
signify  the  highest  order  of  the  initiated  in  those  holy  mysteries; 
and  to  whom,  and  to  whom  alone,  were  committed  the  oracles  of 
God. 

fThe  Sun 

The  word  Pater,  now  generally  taken  for  the  Greek  or  Latin 
for  Father,  is  but  a  corruption  of  the  word  Peter.  The  word 
Pator  or  Petor,  from  which  the  name  of  the  Apostle  Peter  was, 
as  the  learned  Bryant  has  shown,  an  Egyptian  word,  the  true  name 
of  the  Ammonian  priests  of  Jupiter  Ammon  being  Petor  or  Pator : 
and  it  is  found  in  combination,  to  this  day,  in  the  name  of  the 
Supreme  Pagan  Deity,  Jupiter,  which,  without  pun  or  levity,  and  in 
brave  defiance  of  any  approach  of  ridicule  or  sarcasm,  stands,  the 
incontrovertible  basis  and  origin  of  the  Jew  Peter.  Jew  was  the 
name  of  God,  which  the  soft  and  elegant  utterances  of  the  Greek 
nations  pronounced  with  a  sigma  or  Zeta,  and  Pater,  or  Peter,  signi- 
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fying  not  his  paternal  character,  but  his  wisdom,  in  foretelHng  things 
to  come,  or  bringing  to  light,  the  proper  attribute  of  time. 

1144000 

Revelation  in  the  New  Testament  speaks  of  the  twenty-four 
elders  seated  around  the  throne,  viz.,  the  twenty-four  hours  of  a 
day,  in  which  every  part  of  the  world  from  east  to  west  turns 
successively  towards  the  sun,  or  him  that  is  in  the  center  or  on  the 
throne.  The  four  angels  are  the  cardinal  signs :  Aries,  Cancer, 
Libra,  and  Capricornus,  also  four  angles  each  90 ''x4,  or  360*,  the 
perfect  circle.  The  sun  moves  through  half  a  sign,  or  15*,  each 
hour,  and  twenty-four  hours  times  15°  equals  360*.  It  moves  1* 
in  four  minutes  of  time;  in  360*  times  4'  equals  1440'.  Now,  as 
every  minute  or  mile  in  ancient  times  was  divided  into  tenths,  hun- 
dreths,  and  thousandths,  we  merely  take  the  city,  which  is  four- 
square, or  1440  times  10  equals  144000,  and  divided  by  the  twelve 
months  or  twelve  signs,  or  twelve  tribes  of  Israel,  gives  12000  to 
each  of  the  tribes  of  Israel. 

The  law  of  the  Lord  (viz.,  the  mathematical  and  exact  move- 
ment of  the  sun)  is  perfect. 

^Abraham 

The  first  original  father,  or  sun-god.     (Life  producer). 

|Sun,  Moon,  and  Stars 

These  are  the  teachers  of  all  wisdom  and  enlightenment.  These 
priests  of  the  sun  were  the  true  exponents  of  the  only  reasonable 
religion,  and  the  true  teachers  of  the  mysteries  of  Isis  and  her 
infant  son  Horus,  even  as  Osiris,  Isis,  and  Horus  today  are  the 
father  (sire),  the  Moon  (mother)  which  rules  over  the  tides  of 
the  sea,  or  mer  or  mere  pure  clear  ocean. 

Tliirteen  Bars  or  Stripes,  Seven  Red  and  Six  White  Alternating 

While  the  diurnal  rotation  of  the  earth  upon  its  own  axis,  giving 
us  the  day  and  night,  typifies  the  eastern  and  western  hemispheres, 
the  annual  revolution  of  the  sun  passing  through  the  twelve 
signs  of  the  Zodiac,  thereby  establishing  the  four  seasons :  Spring, 
Summer,  Autumn,  and  Winter,  typifies  the  northern  and  southern 
hemispheres,  and  leads  us  to  the  thirteen  horizontal  bars  or  stripes. 

These  hemispheres  demonstrate  two  imaginary  globes  formed 
by  the  earth  being  divided  by  an  imaginary  line  called  the  equator, 
and  as  a  result  of  this  condition,  six  of  these  constellations  or  signs 
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are  found  above,  and  six  below  the  equator.  It  has  been  assumed 
and  it  is  so  declared  by  scientists,  that  six  of  these  possess  mascu- 
line and  six  feminine  qualifications,  and  as  such  are  arranged 
alternately.  Red  is  emblematic  of  the  male,  and  white  of  the 
female,  hence  the  alternating  colors.  The  seventh  red,  is  emble- 
matic of  the  sun,  whose  labors  are  constantly  divided  between  the 
two  with  equal  regularity  and  justice.  The  sun  and  the  twelve 
constellations  composes  one  Grand  Dizmie  Court  or  Bar  of  Justice, 
composed,  as  it  were,  of  twelve  minor  Judges  and  one  Supreme 
Judge,  who  rule  and  govern  all  things,  and  from  whose  judgment 
there  is  no  appeal,  and  zvhere  pleading  ignorance  of  the  law  is  of 
no  avail. 

Contemplation  and  study  of  their  unceasing  work  by  gradual, 
regular,  and  fixed  steps  and  processes,  resulted  in  establishing  these 
constellations  as  Pivine  Signs  or  Landmarks,  setting  forth  to  man 
a  plan  of  creation  by  demonstrating  the  time,  conditions,  and  con- 
secutive changes  which  take  place  with  equal  regularity  and  perfec- 
tion of  work  that  exist  between  mortality  and  immortality  of  all 
things  created.  Were  it  possible  to  get  a  correct  history  of  the 
rattlesnake  flag  which  preceded  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  we  might 
possibly  discover  its  hidden  meaning,  and  that  the  mind  which 
devised  it,  recognized  in  the  constellations  instruments  which  are 
to  admonish  and  give  divine  warning;  as  it  is,  the  snake  is  emble- 
matic of  wisdom  and  immortality ;  the  thirteen  pieces  into  which  it 
is  divided,  is  emblematic  of  the  twelve  signs  and  the  sun,  or  thirteen 
in  all,  and  the  rattle  of  the  snake  by  means  of  which  it  gives  warn- 
ing of  impending  danger  "don't  tread  on  me,"  is  symbolic  of  the 
warning  powers  of  the  signs,  and  man  must  heed  their  admonitions. 
The  lesson  taught  here  are  the  powerful  and  wonderful  effects  that 
accrue  by  unity  and  harmony  of  action ;  they  tell  us  "United  we 
stand,  divided  we  fall." 

The  six  bars  in  either  hemisphere  are  also  emblematic  of  the 
six  months  of  the  year  in  which  constructive  work  progresses  until 
completed.  That  this  conception  was  held  by  the  Ancients,  can 
easily  be  verified  as  well  as  demonstrated  by  analyzing  the  allegor- 
ical construction  of  King  Solomon's  Temple.  Here  we  are  told 
that  the  workmen  were  not  all  employed  at  one  time,  but  in  relays 
of  one  third  at  a  time,  a  no  insignificant  statement. 

The  year  of  life  usually  claims  for  itself  Spring,  Summer,  and 
Autumn,  all  of  which  cover  a  period  of  Nine  months ;  it  is  an  un- 
dubitable  fact  that  the  sun  is  only  active  for  six  consecutive  months 
at  a  time  in  either  the  northern  or  southern  hemisphere,  when  it 
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commences  to  withdraw.  These  six  months  are  then  the  workmen 
who  demonstrate  that  they  work  but  two-thirds  of  the  time  or  six 
out  of  the  nine  months,  that  is,  in  the  springtime  and  summer  of 
Hfe,  thus  leaving  three  months  remaining,  that  is,  Autumn  or  fall 
of  life.  In  the  allegory  they  tell  us  "they  spend  the  balance  of  the 
time  in  the  mountains."  What  does  this  imply  but  that  they  were 
busily  engaged  in  properly  looking  after  and  preparing  the  fruit 
of  their  life's  labor,  the  harvest  seed  for  rejuvenating  purposes,  and 
which  are  to  serve  them  as  the  hand-maid  of  Immortality. 

The  Bible  is  a  vast  collection  of  horoscopes  or  forecasts,  that  is, 
a  diegesis  of  coming  events  drawn  up  before  the  Christian  era,  and 
covering  a  period  of  upwards  of  over  two  thousand  years,  and 
which  are  construed  by  the  masses  as  Divine  revelation  and 
which  they  are,  but  not  in  the  sense  believed  by  them  that  God  had 
communicated  all  to  man  in  oral  form,  but  by  means  of  his  works. 

These  forecasts  are  based  on  the  sayings  of  the  celestial  bodies 
that  bedeck  the  heavens,  and  which  are  designated  under  special 
groups  and  arranged  in  a  special  consecutive  manner  as  the  Zodiacal 
signs  or  heavenly  constellations,  and  these,  with  the  sun  and  moon, 
constitute  the  Grand  Jewery.  Commencing  with  the  sun  in  Aquar- 
ius, the  first  of  these  signs,  as  the  point  of  beginning,  man  visits 
each  house  in  turn,  to  be  admonished  and  instructed  that  he  may  use 
his  best  endeavors  to  remedy  any  shortcomings.  They  are  in 
reality  the  Supreme  Court  with  the  Sun  as  their  Chief  Ruler,  and 
as  such  are  symbolized  by  the  thirteen  Bars  or  Stripes. 

*  Concerning  these  forecasts  or  Prophecy,  as  they  are  commonly 
called,  it  is  stated  that  Prophecy  was  given  for  various  objects. 
To  the  church,  it  was  given  for  encouragement,  and  to  the  world 
it  was  given  to  dismay  the  foes  of  God,  and  of  the  divinity  of  the 
plan  of  redemption  unfolded  by  revelation.  The  whole  history  of 
the  world  is,  therefore,  given  prophetically  at  different  times,  and 
all  points  of  great  interest  to  the  church  are  embraced  in  prophecy. 
There  is  not  a  single  age  since  the  oral  prophets,  but  is  the  subject 
of  their  predictions ;  nor  is  any  great  nation,  whose  existence  vitally 
affects  the  church,  neglected  by  them,  unless  the  United  States  be  the 
nation.  Indeed,  every  great  epoch  of  the  Christian  world,  and  every 
era  is  duly  chronicled  and  described.  Now,  among  all  the  epochs 
and  eras,  and  nationalities  that  have  ever  appeared  on  earth,  before 
and  since  Christianity,  none  have  ever  been  so  replete  with  good  to 
man  and  blessings  to  the  church,  as  the  epoch  and  era  of  the  United 
States.  Its  rise  was  the  great  epoch  of  the  freedom  of  Christi- 
anity.    Never  before  since  its  union  with  the  state,  was  the  control 
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over  its  purity  taken  away,  and  temptation  to  impurity  and  corrup- 
tion removed.  The  severance  of  church  and  state  is  one  of  the 
greatest  and  most  blessed  events  with  which  the  church  was  ever 
favored. 

The  rise  of  the  United  States  began  the  great  era  of  national 
humanity  in  the  world.  Cruelty  and  blood  had  been  the  prin- 
cipal features  in  the  governments,  from  Babylon  down  to  the  Dec- 
laration ;  and  the  Declaration  enumerates  a  catalogue  of  abuses 
and  cruelties  on  the  part  of  England  for  which  rebellion  was  the 
only  remedy. 

The  successful  example  of  a  rebellion  on  the  part  of  oppressed 
subjects,  soon  taught  monarchies  to  lighten  the  pressure  of  their 
iron  heel  upon  the  necks  of  the  crushed.  Hence,  the  cessation  of 
inquisitions,  auto  de  fes,  and  the  general  and  bloody  massacres  of 
the  good.  The  rise  of  the  United  States  was  the  era  of  a  national 
morality.  Bad  as  many  of  our  people  are,  our  plague  spots  are 
purity  compared  to  the  corruptive  courts  of  other  lands. 

Humanity  arose  at  our  dawn ;  and  the  wars  of  our  country  have 
been  less  liquid  with  blood  than  the  municipal  sword  in  time  of 
peace  among  Europeans.  The  cry  of  starving  Ireland  wakens  no 
chord  in  the  heart  of  the  Lion  and  Unicorn;  but  it  thrills  the 
bosoms  of  our  millions,  and  they  give  with  a  free  and  full  hand 
to  the  fainting  slaves  of  British  freedom. 

In  all  ages  of  the  world,  there  has  been  a  contest  between  the 
democratic  and  despotic  element.  Since  the  prevalence  of  Christ- 
ianity, with  the  art  of  printing,  every  revolt  among  European  king- 
doms has  arisen  from  the  conflict  for  rights  between  kings  and  the 
people. 

Since  the  origin  and  success  of  organized  democracy  in  Ameri- 
ica,  the  liberal  principle  has  accumulated  and  grown  with  unprece- 
dented rapidity  in  Europe.  The  innate  hostility  between  it  and 
monarchy,  will,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  lead  to  exterminat- 
ing hostility  of  one  party  or  other ;  both  cannot  exist  together  in 
the  world,  on  a  large  scale,  and  be  at  peace.  Democracy  is  a 
sympathizing  element,  which,  in  addition  to  its  common  interest, 
will  never  let  monarchy  alone.  Sympathy  is  the  strongest  excitant 
of  our  nature ;  and  liberalism  sympathizes  with  all  true  liberalists, 
as  brother  with  brother. 

The  democratic  element  must  inevitably  harmonize  and  organize. 
Now,  the  United  States  is  the  first  successful  organization  of  democ- 
racy in  the  world,  and  it  is  the  representative  of  the  world-wide 
democracy.     It  is  inseparably  allied  to  democracy  everywhere,  from 
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the  very  nature  of  things,  and  must  make  common  cause  with  it, 
when  it  strikes  for  the  great  Millenial  release.  We  are  not  yet 
ready  for  an  issue  with  monarchy,  on  democratic  principles ;  it  has 
been  our  proper  and  steady  aim  to  mind  our  own  particular  busi- 
ness. We  have  never  committed  ourselves  to  any  unholy  alliance 
with  Egypt  and  Edom ;  we  have  left  our  way  clear  to  act  just  as 
we  please,  and  when  we  please ;  and,  because  we  have  never  joined 
issue  upon  democracy,  is  no  reason  that  we  will  not,  but  a  premon- 
itory symptom  that  we  will  do  so  at  our  earliest  convenience. 

With  all  the  governmental  efforts  to  curb  the  inborn  tendency 
to  become  implicated  in  the  democratic  strife  with  monarchy,  among 
our  people,  it  is  impossible  to  repress  the  growth  of  a  universal 
desire  to  crush  monarchy.  The  ebullition  of  the  feeling  in  "fili- 
bustering," and  public  speeches,  secret  organizations,  in  resolutions 
of  conventions,  and  in  the  press,  reveals  a  national  itching  to 
extend  the  area  of  freedom  on  the  ruins  of  thrones.  But  this  is 
not  all  that  indicates  a  collision.  The  same  tendency  that  directs 
democracy  to  engage  in  an  annihilating  strife,  exists  also  in  as 
strong  if  not  in  a  stronger  degree  in  autocracy.  Its  antipathy  to 
democracy  grows  daily  more  intense,  as  it  is  obliged  to  be  more  and 
more  watchful  of  its  interests.  America  it  regards  as  the  great 
crater  of  melted  lava,  whose  streams  are  reaching  its  hemisphere ; 
and  it  would  be  a  matter  of  intoxicating  delight  to  it,  if  it  were 
out  of  the  way ;  and  this  feeling  would  lead  it  to  put  us  out  of  the 
way,  if  it  could.  It  views  with  surly  jealousy  all  our  sympathy 
for  the  restless  democracy  struggling  beneath  it ;  and  it  is  fully 
aware,  that  to  possess  a  steady  throne,  America  must  be  disor- 
ganized. In  view  of  these  very  things,  a  propostior^  to  destroy 
the  American  republic  was  proposed  in  Russia  as  early  as  1818. 

Again  it  is  evident  that  monarchy  will  cease  during  the  Millen- 
ium, because  the  prophet  says,  "the  thrones  were  cast  down,"  before 
that  period.  Now  the  thrones  must  have  been  overturned  by  the 
universal  democracy  of  the  world  in  organic  form ;  because  no 
power,  less  than  that,  could  at  once  demolish  so  vast  an  establish- 
ment simultaneously.  How  such  a  brush  could  take  place  without 
our  having  a  hand  in  the  jubilate  it  is  impossible  to  imagine. 

As  the  events  predicted  have  not  all  transpired,  their  fulfillment 
cannot  be  affirmed.  But,  while  these  things  are  so,  we  neverthe- 
less can  show  that  the  United  States  will  doubtless  engage  with 
monarchy  for  its  destruction,  and  that  it  zvill  never  rest  zvhile 
monarchy  remains. 

The  fifth  empire  was  to  be  established  by  the  God  of  heaven. 
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This  does  not  imply  any  miraculous  power  at  all,  but  simply  provi- 
dential care  in  its  origin  and  progress.  All  "the  powers  that  be, 
are  ordained  of  God,"  as  well  as  the  fifth  empire.  Yet  the  language 
plainly  conveys  the  notion  that  it  would  be  one  that  God  would 
approve  as  proper.  Now  when  we  remember  that  America  was 
kept  from  the  world,  till  an  intelligent  Christian  refuge,  till  mil- 
lions of  a  Christian  people  were  ready  to  organize  a  government 
in  it ;  and  then  remember  the  commitment  of  their  cause  to  God 
universally  as  a  people,  and  as  a  government ;  their  choice  of  God 
as  king;  their  days  of  humiliation,  fasting,  and  prayer  for  civil 
and  religious  redemption,  the  conviction  is  irresistible,  that  God 
especially  looked  to  the  United  States  as  a  government  peculiarly 
his  own. 

The  acts  of  congress  were  in  the  name  of  God ;  and,  at  its  first 
session  it  adjourned,  and  on  a  solemn  day  of  fasting  and  prayer, 
dedicated  themselves  and  their  country  to  God ;  and  on  that 
memorable  day,  the  people  pledged  themselves  to  God  and  liberty. 
Individuals  and  families,  churches  and  colonies  prayed  to  God  to 
establish  a  Christian  nation  of  freemen :  for  this,  old  men  and 
children  prayed ;  for  this,  sisters  and  wives,  and  weeping  mothers 
prayed ;  for  this,  soldiers  and  statesman,  and  generals,  and  Wash- 
ington, all  humbly  bowed  in  prayer  to  God, — in  long  and  agon- 
izing prayer.  From  Lexington  to  the  last  victory,  tears  flowed, 
and  prayers  ascended  in  one  universal  undying  cry  all  over  the 
land,  for  the  salvation  of  God. 

The  Twelve  Bars  as  the  Twelve  Apostles 

t Evangelist  means,  a  preacher  of  the  gospel,  meaning,  to  do  what 
no  man  on  earth  ever  did,  or  could  do,  what  none  but  the  twelve 
apostles,  that  is,  the  twelve  Signs  of  the  Zodiac,  and  the  Sun,  as 
shining  in  and  through  those  signs,  could  do, — that  is,  as  Christ 
himself  has  told  you  what  it  is.  Luke  iv.  19.  To  preach  the  ac- 
ceptable year  of  the  Lord — that  is,  to  indicate  time,  and  to  regu- 
late and  point  out  the  beginnings  and  ends  of  the  months,  and 
seasons  of  the  year. 

These,  then,  are  the  only  preachers  of  the  gospel,  the  natural 
lights  of  the  world,  whose  houses  or  celestial  mansions  are  in  that 
"city  set  upon  a  hill,"  which  "cannot  be  hid,"  where  they  are  set 
"for  signs  and  for  seasons,  and  for  days  and  for  years;"  and 
from  the  study  of  which  we  learn  the  "word  of  the  Lord." 

They  alone  are  the  believers  in  Christ,  who,  "where  he  is, 
there  are  they  also." 
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They  alone  are  the  behevers  who  "have  everlasting  life."  They 
alone  "cast  out  devils," — that  is,  the  Diabloloi,  or  signs  which  are 
adverse  to  them.  They  alone  speak  the  same  science  in  all  the 
languages  of  the  earth.  They  alone  "drink  deadly  poison,"  absorb 
the  putrid  exhalations  of  the  earth,  and  are  unhurt.  They  alone, 
in  annual  succession,  appear  as  "in  Christ  when  Christ  is  in  them." 
They  alone  are  so  essentially  homogene  with  him,  that  the  effects 
ascribed  to  him  are  equally  ascribed  to  them.  "The  works  which 
He  doth  do,  they  do  also :  and  greater  works  than  these  do  they 
do,  because  He  goeth  to  His  father." 

He  proceeds  from  sign  to  sign,  by  an  attraction  which  keeps 
him  within  the  range  of  our  Solar  System.  They  are  distinctive 
Suns  to  Systems  of  their  own.  Suns  brighter  than  ours,  producing 
more  glorious  objects  of  creation,  and  lighting  up  happier  worlds 
through  the  gallery  of  immeasurable  space. 

Sign  of  Gemini  or  Twins 

Here  unlike  the  conditions  found  in  the  sign  of  Pisces  or  Fishes, 
we  now  find  Force  and  Matter,  or  Male  and  Female,  Soul  and 
Body,  closely  linked,  that  is,  we  find  the  one  contained  within  the 
other ;  a  soul  contained  within  a  body  as  we  find  it  in  mortal  man. 
Here  we  find  them  as  two  in  one — the  man  and  the  womb-man. 
They  are  separate  and  distinct  never  giving  up  their  individuality, 
but  are  harmoniously  associated.  Such  are  the  conditions  under 
which  our  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  was 
established,  under  which  it  now  lives,  and  under  which  it  only 
can  live.  A  complete  separation  of  State  and  Church,  just  as  we 
find  a  complete  separation  of  soul  and  body,  yet  harmoniously 
associated. 

*"Upon  this  theory,  the  United  States  of  America  puts  Re- 
ligion on  just  the  same  relation  to  civil  authority  that  God  ordered 
it,  in  the  days  of  Moses,  that  is,  on  the  universal  plan  of  creation." 

National  Government 

(a)  Executive  Department  in  charge  of  the  President,  sym- 
bolic of  Sun. 

(b)  The  Senate  with  the  Vice-President,  symbolic  of  Moon. 

(c)  House   of   Representatives,   by   the   Speaker,   symbolic   of 
Star. 

The  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  are  symbolic 
of  the  heavenly  Jewery, — the  wilderness  of  stars  by  virtue  of  the 
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great  number  of  constituents  which  they  represent,  and  therefore 
correspond  to  the  twelve  Zodiacal  signs  or  constellations. 

"With  our  governing  sign  in  Gemini  the  Twins,  we  have  the 
three  Gods,  the  Sun  in  Gemini,  the  Twins  of  May,  the  shining 
brothers.  Castor  and  Pollox,  of  whom  one  represented  the  human, 
and  the  other  the  divine  nature  in  the  person  of  Christ.  Castor 
was  the  human,  Pollox  was  the  divine  nature." 

Law  of  the  People,  by  the  People,  and  for  the  People 

This  lesson  of  nature  set  forth  by  the  celestial  stars  and  bars, 
gives  us  the  true  law  or  religion  that  governs  man's  physical  and 
spiritual  body ;  a  law  established  by  the  process  of  reproducing 
or  recreating  that  which  had  undergone  death  or  change  to  its 
original  state.  It  is  simply  God's  law  and  every  man  should  be 
conversant  with  it,  as  it  enables  him  to  establish  necessary  land- 
marks, and  assist  him  in  controlling  his  environments.  To  cor- 
rectly understand  and  practice  the  law  and  lessons  taught  man  in 
nature,  requires  absolute  freedom  of  Thought,  Speech  and  Con- 
science. Such  a  law  correctly  exercised,  becomes  the  law  of  the 
people,  by  the  people,  and  for  the  people.  This,  however,  can 
only  be  possible  in  a  land  where  absolute  freedom  reigns,  and  such 
a  land  or  country  is  then  said  to  be  the  home  of  the  Free  and  the 
Brave.  Virtue  predominates  with  them.  They  are  brave  in  that 
they  are  ever  ready  and  willing  to  sacrifice  their  lives  on  the  altar 
of  Justice ;  to  honor  the  will  of  their  Creator  and  permit  his  fellow- 
man  to  enjoy  his  God-given  freedom  to  the  fullest  extent.  Men 
who  spurn  the  crown  of  royalty  or  earthly  power ;  men  who  fully 
appreciate  their  inherent  God-given  powers  and  who  seek  no  other 
reward  than  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  labor  for  the  welfare 
of  humanity  and  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  their  Creator. 

State  Stars 

The  assumption  to  add  one  more  to  the  stars  in  the  Flag  until 
they  equal  the  number  of  the  states  in  the  Union  under  the  im- 
pression that  fifty-two  should  be  the  final  number  to  symbolize  the 
fifty-two  weeks  in  the  year,  appears  erroneous  as  this  deals  with 
the  physical  and  not  with  the  spiritual  aspect.  There  should  be 
no  more  than  Thirteen  stars  arranged  in  circular  form  in  con- 
formity with  the  twelve  constellations  and  the  sun,  as  had  been 
adopted  by  our  fathers  of  the  Revolution  in  1777. 

The  Star-Spangled  Banner  is  emblematic  of  Truth,  and  Truth 
is  not  subject  to  change  or  innovations. 
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Congfree  Colors  or  Grand  Union  Flag 

§It  derives  its  name  from  the  fact  that  it  first  floated  over  the 
navy  controlled  by  Congress. 

It  consisted  of  thirteen  stripes,  alternately  red  and  white,  with 
a  union  bearing  the  crosses  of  St.  George  and  St.  Andrew  com- 
bined. (Geographical  Magazine,  October,  1917.) 

t "Christ,  or  Chrest,  as  a  Greek  word,  derives  its  mystical  sanc- 
tity from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  the  universal  inscription 
on  tombstones,  and  sepulchres  of  the  dead,  amongst  all  nations, 
that  used  the  Greek  language,  and  among  many  which  used  it 
without  knowing  its  significancy.  The  simple  epitaph  on  each 
good  man's  tomb  was  his  name,  and  the  two  expressive  words 
Christ,  or  Chrest !  i.e.  good  fellow — good  bye !  These  two  words, 
represented  sometimes  by  the  initial  letters,  two  X-es  or  St.  An- 
drew's Crosses,  were  a  most  obvious  hieroglyph  of  the  two  crosses 
of  the  equator,  by  the  ecliptic,  at  the  equinoctial  points,  that  of 
autumn  when  the  sun  dips  below,  and  that  of  spring  when  he 
crosses  it  again  from  below ;  and  so  is  said  to  rise  again  from 
the  dead." 

Pine  Tree 

Emblematic  of  life  in  its  simple  and  purest  form. 

Pine  Tree  and  Snake 

Emblem  of  life  and  eternity.  It  is  emblematic  of  the  desires 
and  hopes  of  the  people  that  this  country  together  with  the  happy 
conditions  under  which  it  was  constructed  and  under  which  it  has 
lived  thus  far  shall  continue  forever. 

§(a)  "The  Flag  should  be  unfurled,  and  the  fly  should  be 
free  during  the  act  of  hoisting,  which  should  be  done 
quickly." 

(b)  "It  should  be  taken  in  slowly  and  with  dignity." 

(c)  "Officers  and  enlisted  men  out  of  rank  face  toward  the 
Flag,  stand  at  attention,  and  salute." 

(d)  "There  should  be  Music  at  the  taking  in  of  the  Flag." 
The  raising  of  the   Flag  at  military   stations  each  day  in  the 

year  at  sunrise  irrespective  of  the  weather,  and  to  lower  it  slowly 
and  ceremoniously  at  sunset  is  compulsory. 

The  Flag  unfurled  is  emblematic  of  Ushas  the  Dawn  which 
precedes  the  rising  of  the  Sun. 

The  raising  of  the  Flag  at  sunrise,  is  symbolic  of  the  birth  or 
rising  of  the  Sun  to  open,  rule  and  govern  the  day. 
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^The  Flag  should  never  be  raised  or  lowered  by  any  mechanical 
appliance.  This  is  to  symbolize  the  Sun's  rising  by  Divine  power. 
In  order  to  symbolize  this  divine  act  in  a  rational  and  appropriate 
manner,  the  Flag  should  be  raised  and  lowered  by  the  Divine 
inherent  power  of  man  by  means  of  his  physical  qualifications, 
that  is,  his  body  which  constitute  his  working  tools ;  the  soul  of 
man  representing  a  ray  of  Divine  light  or  a  part  of  God  himself. 

§/^  should  be  hoisted  quickly.  This  is  symbolic  of  the  rapidity 
with  which  the  Sun  moves. 

The  taking  in  of  the  Flag  at  the  close  of  day,  is  symbolic  of 
the  death  of  the  Sun  or  sunset. 

Music  and  Salute 

With  rosy  cheeks  the  Sun  rises  spontaneously  and  opens  the 
day.  Ascending  the  blue  vault  of  heaven  he  gently  dims  the 
stars  of  night  revealing  to  the  eye  the  tri-colors,  the  Red,  White 
and  the  Blue.  Having  emblazoned  the  world  with  light  and  glory, 
and  his  day's  work  well  done,  the  Sun  silently  departs  from  the 
field  of  his  labor  leaving  the  world  in  a  state  of  perfect  peace  and 
harmony ;  indicative  of  that  Harmony  or  Music  of  Nature,  not  the 
result  of  opposing  mechanical  forces  as  we  symbolize  it,  but  as  the 
result  of  the  Harmonies  of  the  Universe.  The  kaleidoscopic  effect 
produced  by  a  glorious  sunset,  inspires  man  with  a  feeling  of  re- 
spect and  reverence  for  the  Creator,  and  he  stands  as  riveted  with 
his  eyes  fastened  on  a  glorious  and  inspiring  sunset  until  the  last 
ray  of  light  has  faded  out,  been  taken  in,  or  has  been  enshrouded 
in  the  arms  of  night  and  the  heart  yearning  and  hoping  for  its 
safe  return,  and  of  which  the  act  of  saluting  the  Flag  is  symbolic. 

With  the  Christ  life  of  man  it  is  no  different.  Life  comes 
without  notice,  and  man  having  used  his  best  endeavors  to  comply 
with  those  duties  which  the  obligation  of  life  had  imposed  on 
him  for  the  whole  of  life,  will  when  the  sunset  of  his  life  ap- 
proaches, be  permitted  to  quietly  and  peacefully  depart  from  his 
field  of  labor,  while  those  whom  he  had  served  well  and  faith- 
fully, may  stand  and  with  bared  head,  reverently  bear  witness  to 
his  departing  worth. 

As  previously  stated,  the  Flag  presents  two  aspects,  a  spiritual 
and  a  material,  and  analysis  of  life's  course  demonstrates  that 
apparently  there  are  three  separate  and  distinct  mansions  or  places 
of  abode  in  which  the  soul  is  consecutively  enthroned  for  a  period 
of  time ;  they  are :  First,  The  Celestial ;  second.  The  Maternal ; 
Third,  The  Terrestial. 
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All  of  these  mansions  together  with  the  souls  abiding  therein 
are  forever  surrounded,  covered,  or  protected,  by  the  folds  of  the 
Red,  White  and  the  Blue — demonstrating  the  existence  of  a  bond 
or  union  between  the  spiritual  and  the  material  in  reality. 

Like  the  starry  hosts  of  heaven,  the  hordes  of  stars  classed 
as  the  twelve  constellations  and  spoken  of  in  the  Bible  as  the 
twelve  tribes  in  Israel  with  the  Sun  or  King  Solomon  sojourning 
in  the  midst  of  them ;  eternally  wandering  through  illimitable  space 
and  time,  constantly  pursuing  and  pursued,  persecuting  and  per- 
secuted, chasing  after  and  being  chased,  so  do  we  also  find  like 
conditions  with  the  countless  souls  of  men  eternally  flitting  through 
time  and  space ;  they  come ;  they  go,  and  in  turn  are  succeeded  by 
others ;  eternally  traveling  in  foreign  countries  and  receiving  a 
Master's  wages,  i.e.  reward,  that  is,  work  well  done,  and  it  is  the 
only  reward  they  expect  or  receive. 

Contemplating  and  analyzing  the  drama  of  life  as  we  see  it 
enacted  by  the  soul  in  life,  we  cannot  fail  to  see  the  celestial  plan 
giving  man  the  four  seasons — Spring,  Summer,  Autumn,  and 
Winter,  reiterated  in  man  himself,  and  recognize  them  in  youth, 
manhood,  old  age,  and  death  or  change,  indicative  of  a  union 
between  spirit  and  matter. 

Like  the  Sun  which  springs  forth  silently  and  mysteriously 
from  the  deep,  dark,  and  unfathomable  beyond, — apprenticed  and 
obligated  to  life,  promptly  and  punctually  commencing  and  un- 
ceasingly performing  the  duties  to  which  it  is  obligated,  so  is  it 
also  with  the  soul  of  man,  and  we  may  rationally  conclude,  that 
from  wherever  or  whatever  source  it  springs  and  commences  its 
journey,  is  to  be  construed  as  its  first  or  primary  place  of  abode, 
that  is,  its  lodging  place  or  its  Lodge.  It  is  on  this  theory  or 
plan  that  we  establish  the  celestial  mansion  or  Lodge  as  the  point 
of  entrance,  and  we  so  symbolize  it  in  the  Entered  Apprentice 
Degree,  and  we  profess  and  proclaim  that  after  the  soul  had  served 
its  time  of  earthly  probation  that  it  again  returns  to  Heaven  or 
the  place  from  which  it  came.  It  is  emblematic  of  Spring.  The 
mutual  apprenticing  of  Spirit  and  Matter,  one  to  the  other,  as  we 
see  it  in  the  Flag. 

Life  being  of  an  eternal  nature,  that  is,  without  beginning  or 
end,  we  picture  it  to  the  mind  in  rotary  form,  and  speak  of  it  as 
the  Wheel  of  Life,  and  man  by  virtue  of  his  being  a  part  of  this 
Wheel,  or  working  Craft,  i.e.  a  Fellow,  confers  on  him  the  title 
of  Fellow  Craft. 
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Having  assumed  the  obligation  and  apprenticed  himself  to  life, 
he  must  now  duly  and  truly  prepare,  that  is,  surround  himself  with 
all  the  necessary  tools  and  implements,  i.e.  a  bodily  garb,  and  which 
in  reality  constitutes  his  working  tools. 

To  effect  this,  he  enters  the  second  mansion  or  maternal  Lodge. 
This  Lodge  is  recognized  under  various  names  and  titles,  i.e.  Jeru- 
salem, City  of  Peace,  the  Tabernacle,  Ark  of  the  Covenant,  House 
of  Light,  House  of  the  Law,  the  tent  of  the  Nomad  which  is 
defined  as  being  erectile,  movable,  as  well  as  transportable,  the 
Temple  of  Venus,  the  House  sacred  to  woman,  the  Lodge  erected 
to  God  and  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Saints  John,  that  is  to  Spirit 
and  Matter. 

In  this  mansion  without  the  aid  of  the  Sun,  Moon,  or  Stars 
and  only  the  Supernal  Light,  the  Divine  Light  within  him,  he  silently 
and  mysteriously  prepares  himself  so  that  he  may  again  resume 
his  journey,  travel  in  foreign  countries  and  receive  a  Master's 
wages.  It  is  emblematic  of  Summer  that  furnishes  the  Harvest 
Seed,  and  which  is  to  serve  him  as  the  hand-maid  of  Immortality, 
and  is  so  symbolized  in  the  Second  or  Fellow  Craft  Degree. 

The  hand-maid  of  Immortality  established  by  himself,  now  en- 
ables him  to  proceed  to  the  Third  mansion  or  Lodge,  that  is,  to 
the  Terrestial,  where  he  now  exposes  himself  to  public  inquisition 
and  enters  on  the  battle  of  life  which  is  a  constant  warfare.  Not 
knowing  the  dangers  he  is  to  encounter,  he  stores  up  in  the  arsenal 
of  his  memory  all  the  necessary  muniments  of  warfare — 

So  that  the  foot  of  Truth  may  crush  error. 

So  that  honesty  and  honor  trample  on  falsehood. 

So  that  Charity  tread  in  the  dust  Intolerance. 

It  is  emblematic  of  Autumn  and  is  so  symbolized  in  the  Third 
or  Master  Mason  Degree. 

The  Flag  has  been  unfurled,  raised,  and  taken  in,  and  dark- 
ness is  on  the  face  of  the  deep.  Silence  reigns  in  both  valleys. 
Winter  or  Death  has  set  in ;  yet  life  is  still  racing  on,  and  we 
know  that  on  tomorrow,  it  will  reappear. 

The  immortal  tale  of  the  souls  work  and  doings  thus  sym- 
bolically expressed  by  the  Sun,  Moon,  and  Stars,  imparts  to  man 
the  Truth,  the  Word  of  God  in  its  complete  and  fullest  sense.  By 
its  unceasing  labors,  its  laws,  its  order,  it  demonstrates  to  man 
that  Duty  is  with  us  all  the  time,  inflexible  as  fate.  In  health 
or  sickness,  in  prosperity  or  adversity,  exacting  as  necessity.  It 
rises  with  us  in  the  morning,  and  watches  by  our  pillow  at  night. 
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In  the  roar  of  the  city,  and  in  the  loneliness  of  the  desert.     Im- 
perative as  Destiny. 

It  admonishes  man  that  it  is  not  fear,  but  a  keen  sense  of 
Duty  that  should  constantly  stimulate  the  heart  of  every  patriot 
and  son  of  the  Light  to  action,  and  thereby  publish  to  the  world 
his  earnest  endeavors  and  sincere  appreciation  of  the  blessings  of 
God  and  so  symbolized  by  the  Star-Spangled  Banner. 

Position  of  Staff  and  Crossed  Flags 

The  staff  should  be  on  a  line  with  the  ecliptic,  and  where  they 
are  crossed,  symbolize  life,  and  death  or  change  the  infallible 
law  of  nature. 

^No  object  or  emblem  of  any  kind  should  be  placed  upon,  or 
above  it. 

The  Flag  as  an  emblem  of  Truth  stands  on  the  highest  pin- 
nacle. It  stands  forth  in  bold  relief  and  must  never  be  darkened 
to  the  minutest  extent. 

The  Union 

By  the  Union  is  meant  the  northeast  corner  of  the  Flag  where 
the  Stripes  or  Bars  come  in  contact  with  the  field  of  blue  con- 
taining the  Stars.  It  symbolizes  the  blending  of  Force  and  Mat- 
ter, two  in  one,  yet  both  retaining  their  individual  identity. 

^IVhere  used  as  a  Banner,  the  Union  should  fly  to  the  north  in 
streets  running  east  and  west,  and  to  the  east  in  streets  running 
north  and  south. 

This  symbolizes  the  point  of  the  Sun's  rising,  that  is,  the  north- 
east ;  the  facings  indicate  the  line  of  travel. 

§The  Flag  should  not  touch  the  ground  or  trail  in  the  dust. 

This  is  emblematic  of  the  perfect  and  complete  separation  of 
Spirit  and  Matter,  and  that  the  Red,  White  and  the  Blue  as  the 
Spiritual,  is  above  the  earthly  or  Material. 

^International  usage  forbids  the  display  of  the  Flag  of  one 
nation  above  that  of  any  other  with  which  it  is  at  peace.  They 
should  be  on  separate  staffs,  or  on  separate  halyards  of  equal  size 
and  on  the  same  level. 

Symbol  of  Nature's  law  of  equality.  All  men  are  born  equal. 
All  meet  on  the  Level. 

%The  Flag  should  not  be  hoisted  upside  down,  other  than  as  a 
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signal  of  distress.  This  is  symbolic  of  positive  opposition  to  normal 
conditions. 

§Flag  at  half-mast  sign  of  mourning.  Before  being  placed  at 
half-mast  the  Flag  must  always  be  raised  to  the  top  of  the  staff, 
and  before  it  is  lowered  from  half-mast  it  must  likewise  be  hoisted 
to  the  top. 

This  symbolizes  an  eclipse  of  the  sun,  moon,  or  stars,  that  is, 
an  estopping  of  light,  not  the  result  of  any  mechanical  or  ma- 
terial changes,  the  participants  pursuing  undisturbed  the  even  tenor 
of  their  way,  demonstrating  as  it  were,  a  temporary  death.  It  is 
symbolic  of  the  resurrection.  That  what  man  calls  death,  is  but 
an  eclipse  and  of  temporary  duration,  and  with  the  eclipse  over, 
life  reappears  and  will  continue  over  its  stipulated  course. 

.§/n  unveiling  a  statue  or  monument  the  Flags  should  be  carried 
aloft  to  zvave  out  a  distinctive  feature  during  the  remainder  of  the 
ceremony. 

This  symbolizes  that  the  statue  or  monument  representing  man 
and  mortality,  is  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  Supreme  In- 
telligence of  the  Universe  represented  by  the  Flags  and  which  hold 
it  in  their  embrace,  and  by  their  being  crossed  or  folded  over,  im- 
plies that  it  is  for  life  and  death. 

Flag  of  Truce 

Its  color  is  White,  and  emblematic  of  Truth  and  all  the  Virtues. 

%Over  three  buildings  only  does  the  Flag  fly  officially  night  and 
day  continuously — over  the  east  and  west  fronts  of  the  National 
Capitol,  the  House  of  Representatives  and  Senate  Office  Buildings 
when  these  bodies  are  in  session. 

(a)  Executive   Department — President — the  Sun. 

(b)  Senate — Vice-President — the  Moon. 

(c)  House   of    Representatives — Speaker   of   the    House — the 

Star. 

The  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  represent  the 
masses,  and  are  symbolic  of  the  wilderness  of  stars  in  the  heavens 
and  symbolized  by  the  twelve  signs  of  the  Zodiac. 

As  these  three  distinct  bodies  symbolize  the  three  heavenly 
dignitaries  i.e.  the  Sun,  Moon  and  Stars,  their  presence  and  powers 
at  all  times  and  all  places  are  thus  manifested  by  the  presence  of 
the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

^When  the  Stars  and  Stripes  float  from  the  flagstaff  of  the 
White  House,  from  sunrise  to  sunset,  it  is  indicative  of  the  pres- 
ence in  Washington  of  the  President. 
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This  is  symbolic  of  the  immediate  presence  of  the  Supreme 
Ruling  Power. 

Honors  of  War 

§^  military  force  is  said  to  be  accorded  "the  honors  of  war" 
when,  after  a  specially  honorable  defense,  it  has  surrendered  its 
post,  and  is  permitted  by  the  terms  of  capitulation  to  march  out 
with  colors  flying,  bands  playing,  and  bayonets  fixed. 

This  symbolizes  that  however  earnestly  and  sincerely  man  has 
endeavored  to  fully  and  well  perform  the  duties  imposed  on  him 
by  the  obligation  of  life ;  when  his  skill  and  power  no  longer  suffice 
to  successfully  enable  him  to  do  more,  must  then  manfully  and 
with  reverence  humbly  bow  to  the  doom  of  all  things  mortal. 

Striking  the  Flag 

This  is  symbolic  of  final  death  to  the  cause,  and  may  carry 
with  it  as  has  been  the  case,  death  to  very  life  itself  and  with 
honor  to  the  credit  side  of  the  ledger. 

^IVhen  no  longer  fit  for  display  the  Flag  should  be  destroyed 
privately. 

The  Flag  is  symbolic  of  the  covering  or  protecting  hand  of 
nature,  whether  it  be  the  skin  of  man  or  beast,  the  bark  of  plant 
or  tree,  the  shell  of  the  seed  or  egg,  or  the  scale  of  the  fish.  It  applies 
to  the  covering  of  life  in  any  and  whatever  form  it  may  appear.  In 
its  normal  condition  it  can  only  serve  the  soul  life  which  had 
adopted  it  for  protective  purpose.  Injure  or  destroy  the  effective- 
ness of  this  life  protector,  and  life  will  fade  out.  Its  usefulness 
destroyed  being  released  from  further  duty  by  its  present  master 
and  barred  from  serving  another  in  a  similar  capacity  by  the  law 
of  creation,  nature  will  proceed  to  privately  restore  it  to  its  original 
elemental  state  by  fire,  that  is,  by  the  process  of  oxidation,  and 
without  ceremony.  Hence  the  disposing  of  the  Flag  privately  and 
by  fire  when  it  is  no  longer  fit  for  display  or  serve  the  purpose 
for  which  it  had  been,  devised. 

^The  Stars,  letters  or  particular  device  belonging  to  the  Flag, 
should  be  embroidered  thereon  in  silk  the  same  on  both  sides  of 
the  Flag. 

Embroidery  here  is  used  in  the  sense  of  dissolving  or  blending 
of  the  various  colors  in  order  to  effect  a  gorgeous  display  as  God's 
handiwork  in  nature  portrays  it  to  man.  That  we  may  demon- 
strate this  divine  act  in  a  rational  manner,  and  make  the  divine 
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blending  of  the  colors  realistic,  man  must  use  silk  as  it  comes 
from  the  silkworm  and  is  the  product  of  Divine  hands. 

Embroidered  the  same  on  both  sides,  symbolizes  the  great  uni- 
versal law  of  Harmony. 

^The  Flag  is  trimmed  on  three  sides  with  knotted  fringe  of 
silver  and  gold. 

(a)  Gold  is  the  symbol  of  the  spiritual. 

(b)  Silver  is  the  symbol  of  the  material  or  earthly. 
Collectively   taken,    they    symbolize   the    universal    presence    of 

life  as  we  see  it  in  the  morn,  noon  and  eve  of  all  things. 

%Cords  having  tzvo  tassels  to  be  composed  of  Red,  White  and 
Blue  strands. 

The  cords  supporting  the  tassels  symbolize  Faith,  Hope  and 
Belief  in  God,  and  establishes  in  the  hearts  of  man  an  unfalter- 
ing trust  that  sustains  and  soothes,  and  saves  him  from  repining 
and  despair.  It  forms  the  union,  the  tie,  the  ligament,  the  cable- 
tow  which  binds  man  to  his  Creator. 

The  Tassel 

Symbolizes  the  intcrivoven,  close  association  or  relationship  ex- 
isting between  the  various  elements  that  enter  into  the  form  and 
construction  of  the  Star-Spangled  Banner. 

The  cords  and  tassels  taken  collectively  are  therefore  to  sym- 
bolize an  analogous  hope,  the  same  unfaltering  trust  in  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Star-Spangled  Banner  by  means  of  its  elemental 
powers  ruled  and  governed  by  Truth,  Justice  and  Toleration,  the 
attributes  of  Supreme  Intelligence. 

Fringe 

Fringe  means  a  curtain  or  drapery,  and  symbolizes  the  shades 
of  night  and  day  which  continually  hover  over  the  borders. 

Knotted  Fringe 

This  symbolizes  the  humble  submission  and  gracious  bowing 
of  the  elements  of  nature  displayed  by  the  colors,  to  the  will  of 
the  Creator  when  they  are  thus  bound  into  a  state  of  unity  or 
oneness  without  losing  their  identity.  The  various  strands  of  the 
Red,  White  and  Blue  thus  bound  into  one  single  complete  whole 
and  in  gorgeous  display,  are  symbolic  of  God's  wisdom  and  His 
curious  workmanship. 
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Pike,  Spear,  and  Eagle 

These  are  emblematic  of  that  rectitude  of  life  and  conduct 
of  a  nation  whose  standard  ascends  on  high  and  winging  its 
flight  through  illimitable  space  and  time,  shall  penetrate  and  dispel 
the  clouds  of  mental  darkness  which  obscure  the  light  and  re- 
store to  man  the  perfect  and  necessary  freedom  of  speech, 
thought  and  conscience  which  shall  permit  him  to  labor  in  the 
great  cause  of  ennobling  and  elevating  mankind — disseminate  and 
spread  the  Light  of  Truth  everywhere. 

He  who  will  not  honor  the  Star-Spangled  Banner  as  thus  de- 
fined— abide  by,  and  cheerfully  obey  its  mandates,  sacrifices  its 
protective  influence ;  further  more,  by  wilful  and  continued  op- 
position to  the  principles  which  it  symbolizes,  cannot  be  construed 
to  be  other  than  the  enemy  not  only  of  this  our  country,  but  also, 
the  arch  enemy  of  both  God  and  man. 

ADAM  FUHRMANN, 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  1918.  33*  Hon. 
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